Summer 2021

In addition to our bi-annual Mattole Watershed News publication, which is due to come out later this
summer, we're pleased to introduce our quarterly electronic newsletters! The purpose of these
newsletters is to keep you updated with our recent projects, as well as to highlight upcoming events
hosted by the MRC and our partner groups. Please be sure to subscribe to our newsletter, consider
becoming a member, and forward this to your friends to promote our work!

Above: The Mattole River meets the Pacific Ocean, December 2020. By Eleanore Jordan Anderson

What We've Been Up To
Firefighter and Faller Trainings
In April 2021, the MRC partnered with Firestorm Inc to host several trainings for
local fire departments and restorationists. 24 participants from 6 local fire
departments received their firefighter 2 certification, and were trained in wildland
firefighting techniques, prescribed burning, and basic fire behavior. Coastal
prairies evolved with and depend on fire, prescribed fire is a critical
component of restoring our grasslands. Additionally, 20 participants engaged in

the chainsaw training course and gained their S-212 certifications. Thanks to
everyone that was able to participate and to our wonderful wildland warriors from
Firestorm, Dan Kelleher and Stan Hankins. This training was made possible with
California Climate Investments funding granted by the California Natural Resources
Agency, Department of Conservation through the North Coast Resource
Partnership.

Above left: Dan Kelleher instructing the S-212 Chainsaw course. Photo by Eleanore Jordan Anderson.
Above right: MFI participants receive a tour at the Native Plant Nursery. Photo by Flora Brain.

Trailhead Hosts on Lost Coast Trail
Members of the King Range Alliance (including MRC, Mattole Salmon Group,
Friends of the Lost Coast and Sanctuary Forest, Inc) are posting up at Mattole
Beach and Black Sands Beach Trailheads on Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Labor
Day weekends this year. Here on the North end of the Trail, we've been engaging
with hikers and providing important reminders about respecting our elephant seals,
leave no trace principles, and weather and safety while oceanside backpacking. As
the Lost Coast Trail has been increasingly busy (all permits are already claimed
through the end of 2021) and our area generally lacks cell phone reception, the
extra supply of information has been well received by travelers - plus, it's fun to
interact with everyone after a long, lonely winter to ourselves. Remember to hike
safely and enjoy our pristine coastlines responsibly this summer!

Mattole Field Institute (MFI) Watershed Restoration Course Returns!
Mattole Field Institute just wrapped up it's annual May field course in watershed
restoration. In lieu of spring break, 13 participants from Humboldt State (HSU) came
out to the Mattole to learn about various watershed restoration practices from MRC
staff, partner groups, and Mattole Valley community members. Activities included a
wide variety of ecological restoration topics, ranging from benthic macroinvertebrate
sampling to riparian habitat enhancement to identifying native bunchgrasses.
Participants were able to aid in surveys, lend a hand at the nursery, and remove

invasive species, to name just a few projects. This was an incredibly powerful and
educational week for both the students and instructors, and we are motivated to
continue developing the Mattole Field Institute into an even more substantial entity
with more course offerings in the future.

Below left: The lower Mattole River and Estuary by Hugh McGee
Below right: Chainsaws and gear loaded up in the work truck. By Eleanore Jordan Anderson
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Up and Coming

Above: California fescue blessed by June rains at the seed farm. Photo by Veronica Yates

Weekly Volunteer Days @ MRC Native Plant Nursery
Every Thursday
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Come participate in our regular volunteer days! Volunteers assist with all regular
nursery tasks, such as plant care, nursery maintenance, and seed farm work. Water
and gloves are provided, please wear long pants and closed toed shoes.

Seed Farm Weeding Party @ MRC Native Plant Nursery
Saturday, July 17th, 2021
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Seed collection season is upon us, and that means the need for a weed free seed
farm is as imperative as ever. On Saturday, July 17th, we invite you to join us as we
prepare the seed farm for a productive harvest. We'll have snacks, water, music
and good company. Come as long as you're able and please spread the word!

Trivia Night Fundraiser @ MRC Native Plant Nursery
Friday, July 23, 2021

Doors open at 5:00 pm, Trivia starts at 6:00 pm
We've missed you all these past months, and are thrilled to invite you to our Native
Plant Nursery for trivia, dinner, drinks, and live music during a lovely Mattolian
summer sunset. There will be 4 trivia categories (MRC history, the Mattole
Watershed, Natural History & Ecology, and Miscellaneous). Enjoy local beer, wine,
and custom mixed mocktails while local bands (the Mattole Mudstompers and Rusty
Guitar) provide background music. Bring a chair or comfy blanket for your seat, and
a mug for a discounted drink. Parking will be along Mattole Rd near the Community
Center, please reserve Chambers Rd parking access for folks that need a shorter
walk. For those with limited accessibility, please email mrc@mattole.org in advance
to facilitate safe and easy entry. Tickets available for presale or at the door. All
proceeds benefit our local restoration projects.

In the Community

Above: The MRC fuels reduction crew at work on the ridge. By Eleanore Jordan Anderson

Mattole Volunteer Summer Steelhead Dives with the
Mattole Salmon Group (MSG)
Saturday - Sunday, July 9 - 10th

This year, MSG welcomes back volunteers for the 25th annual summer steelhead
dives. These dives provide vital data for one of the Southernmost runs of summer
steelhead. Volunteers of all skill levels are welcome to participate, the only
requirements are to swim and hike 2-4 miles to complete a survey reach. Please
RSVP and gather more information by contacting Nathan Queener,
nathan@mattolesalmon.org or 707-629-3433

Coho Confab with the Salmonid Restoration Federation
(SRF)
Friday - Sunday, August 20 - 22nd
The 23rd annual Coho Confab will take place this summer on the Navarro River in
Mendocino County. The Coho Confab is an annual symposium to explore watershed
restoration and techniques to put coho salmon populations on the path to recovery.
It is also an ideal opportunity to network with other fish-centric people and to attend
field tours that highlight a variety of watershed restoration techniques. To register
for the symposium, overnight camping, and for more information, click here.

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Fall Native Plant Sale
Saturday - Sunday, September 25 - 26th
Twice per year, the North Coast chapter of the CNPS offers a native plant sale at
their nursery near Freshwater Farms. Our native plant nursery contributes to this
sale by bringing a truck full of Mattole grown native plants and seed packets.
Support local pollinators and protect biodiversity by planting native species in your
garden! Plant sales can also be arranged at any time by contacting
veronica@mattole.org.
For more information about the North Coast CNPS, click here.

Roll on the Mattole with Honeydew Volunteer Fire Company
(HVFC)
Saturday, September 11, 2021
Doors open at 5:00 pm
*TENTATIVE*
Our local volunteer fire departments depend on events and fundraisers to keep our
communities safe. This year, "the Roll" is tentatively scheduled for September 11th
at the Mattole Grange, contingent on covid-related developments this fall. There will
be fewer vendors than years past, but it will be an amazing event of booty-shakin'

good times, including food, music and beer! As we enter "fire season", we
encourage you to consider donating to your local volunteer fire departments.

Donate Here

Become an MRC member

We sincerely appreciate your support! All donations are tax-deductible. For
your records, our Fed ID# is 68-0037149.
Stay up to date with our events and programs via our website or social media.
We'd love to see you out here. Thank you!
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