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The time is upon us for the next throng of young salmon to make their way downstream to test their instincts in the wide world of the Pacific Ocean.  The Mattole Salmon Group (MSG) will watch them every step of the way.  The MSG began their monitoring of this year’s cohort of coho, Chinook, and steelhead during the fall and winter, watching their parents spawn in the headwaters of the Mattole.  Now the young fish have emerged from their nests, or redds, and have started adjusting to their riverine surroundings.

Downstream Migrant Trapping


Some salmon, such as coho, will remain in the river system an extra year growing large and strong before they face the ocean.  Some, such as Chinook, are more anxious and head right out to sea.  Some of these young fish pass through the MSG’s Downstream Migrant Trap (DSMT) in the lower river.  At the trap, the fish are identified, counted and measured, then released to continue their migration.

This summer the MSG will be running a DSMT on the lower mainstem Mattole.  The MSG has operated a DSMT on the mainstem Mattole for 21 years.  In addition, DSMT’s will be located on Squaw Creek, and the Lower North Fork.  This will be the first time in Mattole history that scientific data on downstream migrating juvenile salmon will be taken from the Lower North Fork.  The MSG hopes to learn more about the salmon runs in the largest tributary to the Mattole after this field season.

Water Quality Monitoring


In the headwaters of the Mattole, the MSG will continue monitoring dissolved oxygen, in coordination with Sanctuary Forest’s Streamflow Monitoring Program.  The headwaters have periodically become dangerous to juvenile salmon when low summer flows leave fish stranded in pools which become progressively warmer over the season.  Warm water holds much less oxygen, which creates a dangerous habitat for salmon.


Along with this dissolved oxygen monitoring, the MSG will be continuing its temperature monitoring program that has been active for 18 years.  This monitoring extends the length of the watershed, and remains an important source for information about one of the Mattole’s most pressing problems.  Data collected from this monitoring program helps the MSG identify important cold water sources for over-summering salmon, as well as areas that are in need of restoration efforts, such as large wood structures, tree planting, or willow mat placement.  

Because the estuaries are so important for rearing and migrating salmon, the MSG has a specific program focused on water quality monitoring in the estuary.  The Mattole estuary is notorious for heating up over the summer months and becoming inhospitable to fish.  During the summer of 2006 the MSG began what will be a five year study of the water quality in the estuary, including how salmon react to the documented conditions.  This summer will be the second year the MSG will place data collecting devices called datasondes in various locations in the estuary, recording water quality parameters such as temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, and conductivity, as well as depth.  The information gained through this study will guide the MSG in planning future restoration and enhancement projects.

Habitat Enhancement and Restoration


There are a few restoration projects already in planning stages that will enhance the habitat in the estuary.  More large wood structures will be placed in the estuary to scour out sediment and create more fish-friendly habitat.  To increase the input of cold water into the estuary and provide properly functioning over-summer rearing habitat, the MSG is conducting a feasibility study on restoring an important cold water tributary,  Lower Bear Creek, to its original channel.  Lower Bear Creek once flowed through a slough system before entering the estuary, providing refuge for fish that remained in the estuary when the mouth closed and it became a lagoon.  The restoration of this creek channel will hopefully once again provide cold relief for over-summering fish.

The MSG will also continue to input large wood into the mainstem and tributaries of the upper Mattole, enhancing the spawning and rearing habitat for future runs of native coho, Chinook, and steelhead.  Planning has also begun for an interpretive kiosk and trail in the upper watershed.  This new site will be open to the public to provide access to the beautiful forests surrounding the upper Mattole, and education about the health of the watershed, and the past and future of its restoration.
Community Education

For the past few years, the MSG has partnered with MEEP and the AmeriCorps Watershed Stewards Project to educate local students about the watershed they live in.  Last summer elementary school students in Petrolia, Ettersburg, and Whitethorn participated in water quality testing and placing temperature loggers in the mainstem Mattole near their respective schools.  These schools, along with Triple Junction High School and Honeydew School, received hands-on education increasing their awareness of the native salmon life cycles and habitat.  This year AmeriCorps members from the MSG and MRC will be returning to school classrooms with fun, educational activities about the Mattole watershed and its inhabitants.  

The MSG continues to represent the Mattole restoration efforts at various music festivals, environmental fairs and conferences.  The MSG has recently installed an interpretive sign on Mattole Road near A.W. Way County Park describing a recently completed habitat enhancement project in Squaw Creek.  


To learn more about any of these upcoming and ongoing projects, please visit the MSG at www.mattolesalmon.org.  In addition, please email us at msg@mattolesalmon.org to learn how you can help restore the Mattole watershed.  Have a great summer, and we hope to see you in the Mattole!

